
On June 11, 2021 most of the restrictions that have been required by the Commonwealth of 

Kentucky for safe gatherings during the pandemic will be lifted.  This does not mean that the 

pandemic is over, but it does mean that substantial numbers of people have been vaccinated and 

that policies will allow for more local flexibility in determining what is necessary for the common 

good and the safety of the largest number of people.  As long as the pandemic remains a reality, all 

directives are subject to change. 

State-wide there will be no more requirements for social distancing or wearing masks.  This 

will apply to our churches as well.  However, in counties where the percentage of those who are fully 

vaccinated remains low, parishes may wish to continue to call for some form of social distancing or 

at spaced seating.  County by county information on vaccination rates is available from the CDC 

website.   

We should continue to encourage everyone to become fully vaccinated.  Masks are recommended 

for those who are not fully vaccinated and should still be worn when in groups in close proximity if 

not all have been vaccinated. 

Immediate relaxations of diocesan Covid policies as of June 11, in addition to social distancing 

and mask requirements as above, include the following: 

• Holy water can again be used and made available 

• Music books and worship aids for multiple use can be used 

• Sanitization of pews and surfaces is no longer required 

• Offertory gifts may be presented in procession if hosts and wine are covered. 

Covid policies that should remain in place: 

• Frequent hand washing and availability of sanitizer 

• No passing of baskets for offertory procession 

• Modified sign of peace 

• Ministers of communion wear masks.  The minister may resume saying “The body of 

Christ.” 

• Communion offered only under the form of bread 

• The norm for reception of communion remains in the hand for the duration of the 

pandemic; if accommodations can be safely made for the option to receive on the tongue, 

this is at the discretion of the pastor. 

Choirs: 

Because of the aerosol spread of the virus, choirs remain a concern.  Choirs may resume, but 

members will have to demonstrate that they have been fully vaccinated.  



Again, the pandemic is not over; we hope that the spread is better contained.  Caution is still called 

for, especially with those who are not fully vaccinated. 


